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fetched 120 roubles. An old woman with two children
paid him the money and took it away. The sailor went
back to the train with the crowd still looking at him.
It is flat swampy country, and for miles the road joining
the villages together is made of wooden planks, floating on
the marsh, and apparently not the width of two cars.
At Fominskaya it was raining, and the rain damped the
market considerably. Fortified by my success in riding
on the buffers on the way up, I tried a small experiment.
Fominskaya is one of a number of villages close together,
and I knew if I got into the wrong compartment I wouldn't
have to stay there long. So I waited at the back of the
train, and when the whistle blew I climbed into one of the
three cattle trucks, at the open door.
There were some disapproving shouts as I got in, but
when I said my place was further up the train, and when it
was clear that I was a foreigner, they said no more (except
one sailor, who kept on saying * good morning' with a
friendly grin). There must have been between forty and
fifty people in the cattle truck. Too many to count, for
they were packed very tight on the floor and two shelves, 'on
either side of the door, and in the space opposite the door.
I would guess the shelves (of rough unplaned wood) to
be eight feet deep from the front to the back, and about
seven feet wide across the truck. On these were piled what
seemed almost a mush of humanity; you could hardly tell
which clothes belonged to which people. I think most of
the passengers were women and children: there were a lot
of children under ten. There was a soldier with medals,'
some pioneer-corps men, and some sailors. There was
every form of luggage, sacks, suitcases, bundles in blankets,
parcels of food (mostly chunks of black bread and some
bottles of milk), and cans. One woman was still washing
her child's face from the half-pint mug of water picked up
at the station we had just left. The only bearable place in
the truck was near the open door, and this had apparently
been given to the women with young children—for obvious%

